THIS specimen was removed by Mr. McAdam Eccles from a gentleman, aged 74, who for over a year had been troubled with obstinate constipation and flatulency. He had never passed any blood with his motions, but they had become much flattened for several months. An elongated tumour could be felt quite distinctly in the left iliac fossa, movable from side to side. A diagnosis of carcinoma of the pelvic colon was made. The mass was excised, and an end-to-end union carried out. No glands were found in the mesocolon. The patient made a speedy and excellent recovery, and six months later was quite free of his old symptoms.
The specimen shows 4 in. of pelvic colon divided longitudinally. The lumen of the bowel remains patent, but is narrowed, particularly at one spot, where for a distance of 1 in. it is constricted by a dense mass of fibrous tissue. The submucous tissue of the portion of bowel shows extensive fibrous change, resulting in the formation of a firm stenosed tube. There can be seen at intervals along the bowel definite diverticula or sacculations. These are most marked in the upper part above the constricted area, where a definite pouch communicating by a thin neck with the lumen can be seen. In another part of the specimen can be seen a small pouch containing feeal material. Several of the pouches were filled with similar material when the section was cut. Just beneath the fibrous tissue can be seen a mass of loose granulation tissue, in which large masses of plasma cells were present.
There is no evidence of malignant disease either macroscopically or microscopically. A section taken from the area in which the fibrous change is most marked shows only a small portion of the normal mucosa of the bowel to be visible, and beneath it a dense mass of fully formed fibrous tissue. Below this can be seen a mass of granulation tissue, in which lies one of the " diverticula " cut in a transverse direction. Plasma cells are numerous in the inflammatory tissue. Sections were obtained from several different positions in the specimen. Similar appearances were evident in all of them, and in none was there any evidence of malignant disease.
